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FIRST ISSUE:
NATURE OF THE HADITHS MENTIONED REGARDING THE MERITS
AND VIRTUES OF THE 15™ SHA'BAN:

1. HADITH OF ABU MUSA AL-ASH'ARI (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED
WITH HIM):

It was narrated from Abu Musa al-Ash’ari that the Messenger of
Allah (s <l & Lo &) said: “Allah looks down on the night of

the fifteenth of Sha'’ban and foragives all his creation
except a mushrik or one who harbours hatred against
the Muslims.” Narrated by Ibn Maajah, 1390.1

OPINION OF THE SCHOLARS REGARDING THE ABOVE HADITH:

In Al-Zawa'id it says: Its isnad is da’if, because ‘Abd-Allah
ibn Lahee’ah is da’if (weak) and al-Walid ibn Muslim is
mudallis (i.e. the narrator hides the name of the weak narrator
while mentioning the names of all narrators in the chain of
hadith).

Al-Daraqutni in Al-‘llal, 6/50, 51. There is also some idtirab
(weakness) in the hadith. He said: This hadith is not

proven.
2. HADITH OF ‘AISHA (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HER):

‘Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) is reported to have said that
one night (i.e. night of mid Sha’ban) | found the Prophet absent
from my apartment. |, therefore, went out to search him out and
he was in Bagi’ raising his head towards the heaven.” He said, “O
‘Aisha, were you afraid that Allah and His Messenger wrong
with you?” She said, | replied: | had not such a low opinion about
Allah and His Messenger, but | presumed that you had gone to
some of your wives (for some need).” He said, “Verily, Allah
descends in the night of mid Sha’ban to the heaven of
the world and then forgives people more than the

number of the hair of the sheep of Banu Kalb.”*
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The chain of narrators is: Imam At-Tirmizi said: Ahmad lbn
Manee’ reported to us that Yazeed Ibn Harun reported to us that
Al-Hajjaj Ibn Artat reported us from Yahya lbn Abu
Kathir from ‘Urwah from ‘Aisha (May Allah be pleased with
her).

OPINION OfF IMAM AT-TIRMIZI REGARDING HADITH OF ‘AISHA
(MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HER):

Imam At-Tirmizi (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: “There
Is a hadith by Abu Bakr As-Siddiq in this subject”. He also said:
“The hadith of ‘Aisha (May Allah be pleased with her) is
reported through Al-Hajjaj and 1 heard Imam
Muhammad (Al-Bukhari) weakening this hadith, and
said: “Yahya ibn Abu Kathir did not hear this hadith
from ‘Urwah and also Al-Hajjaj Ibn Artat did not hear it

from Yahya Ibn Abu Kathir.”
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This hadith is also collected by Imam Ibn Majah, Imam Ahmad in
Musnad and Imam Al-Baihagee. This hadith is disconnected in
two places. In this hadith is there is a disconnected in two places.
There is a disconnection between Al-Hajjaj and Yahya
and also disconnection between Yahya Ibn Abu Kathir
and ‘Urwah lIbn Az-Zubair. These three narrators did
not hear from each other.

The hadith of ‘Aisha is collected by Al-Baihaqgi in Shu’b Al-Eiman:
(3835, 3837) as Mursal and it is presumed that Al-‘Alaa has
taken it from Makhul. It is mentioned in At-Targheeb Wat
Tarheeb: (1567, 3137, 3751 4208 and 4203). This chain is very
weak because Al-‘Alaa ibn Al-Harith did not hear this hadith
from ‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her).4

3. HADITH OF ‘&LI (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HIM)

‘Ali 1bn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that
Allah’s Messenger (-3 «i 4 J2) said, “If the night of the mid
Sha’baan comes, you should offer prayer during the
night and observe fast during the day because Allah
descends to the heaven of the world at the time of sunset and then
He pronounces: Is there none who should seek forgiveness from
Me so that | should forgive him? Is there none who should ask for
the means of subsistence so that | should provide him with the
means of subsistence? Is there none afflicted by some trouble so
that | should relieve him of it. He does not cease to pronounce: Is
there so and so? Is there none so and so, till the dawn appears?”s
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OPINION OF THE SCHOLRAS REGARDING THE HADITH OF ‘ALI
(MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HIM):

According to Al-Zawaid: “Its isnad is da’if (weak) because
of the du’f of Ibn Abu Sabrah. His name was Abu Bakr Ibn
Abdullah Ibn Muhammad Ibn Abu Sabrah. He was amongst the
senior follower of the followers of the companions of the Prophet

(o5 <k 4 o &), His family name was Al-Sabri Al-Madani. His

nick name was Ibn Abi Sabrah. He lived and died in Madinah.
He died in the year 162 hijri.

SCHOLARS” OPINION ABOUT IBN ABI SABRAH:

Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and Imam Ibn Mu’in said that_he
forged traditions” (Sharh Sunan Ibn Majah Lis Sindee).5
It is in the book ‘At-Taqgrib: He is declared as ‘forger of the hadith
of the Prophet (=5 «k % = &7). Imam Az-Zahabi in his book “Al-
Mizan’ said: “Imam Al-Bukhari and other scholars declared him
‘weak’. Salih and ‘Abdullah; two sons of Imam Ahmad report
from their father about him saying: ‘he forged the hadith.” Imam
An-Nasai said: ‘Matruk’ i.e. his hadith must be abandoned.” This

hadith is fabricated and forged statement of the forger ‘IBN ABI
SABRAH.

4. HADITH OF ‘ABDULLAH IBN ‘AMR IBN AL-AAS (MAY ALLAH
BE PLEASED WITH THEM BOTH):
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This hadith is collected by Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy
upon him): 2/176 and Imam Al-Munziri: 1568. This hadith is
weak.

5. HADITH OF ‘ABDULLAH IBN ‘UMAR (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED
WITH BOTH OF THEM):

This hadith is collected by Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy
upon him): and Imam Al-Munziri: 4204. This hadith is weak.

6. HADITH OF ABU THA'LABAH (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH
HIM) FROM MAKHUL (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY UPON HIM)

This hadith is collected by Imam Al-Baihaqi (3831-2), At-Tabrani
and Imam Al-Munziri (4205-6). They all are Mursal hadith (i.e.

the narrator hides the name of the companion of the Prophet ( L=

VJMJ «l= %) and directly narrates it from the Prophet (5125 oA L2).

According to Scholars of hadith such hadith i.e. ‘Mursal’ is da’if
.e. weak.

SECOND ISSUE:
THERE IS NO SAHIH HADITH CONCERNING THE VIRTUE OF THE
NIGHT OF THE FIFTEENTH OF SHA'BAN.

Shaykh Ibn Baz (may Allaah have mercy on him) said
in Hukm al-Ihtifal bi Laylat al-Nusf min Sha’ban
(Ruling on celebrating the fifteenth of Sha’ban):

Celebrating the night of the fifteenth of Sha’ban (Laylat al-Nusf
min Sha’ban) by praying etc, or singling out this day for fasting,
Is a reprehensible bid'ah (innovation) according to the majority
of scholars, and there is no basis for this in shari’ah. And he (may
Allah have mercy on him) said: There is no sahih hadith
concerning the night of the fifteenth of Sha’ban (Laylat al-Nusf
min Sha'ban). All the ahadith that have been narrated
concerning that are mawdoo’ (fabricated) and da'if (weak), and
have no basis. There is nothing special about this night, and no
recitation of Qur'an or prayer, whether alone or in congregation,
Is specified for this night. What some of the scholars have said
about it being special is a weak opinion. It is not permissible to
single it out for any special actions. This is the correct view. And
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Allah is the Source of strength.(Fataawa Islamiyyah,
4/511).8

It was narrated from Mu’az ibn Jabal: (Al-Munziri: 4202), ‘A’isha
(Al-Baihaqi in Shu’bul Eiman: 3837. Al-Munziri: 1567,
1569.), Abu Hurayrah, Abu Tha'labah al-Khushani and others,
but the isnads are not free of some weakness, and some
of them are very weak.

Imam Al-Munziri reported the hadith of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq in
Bab At-Tarheeb Min At-Tahaju: (4204). Also it is collected with
good chain by Al-Bazzar and Al-Baihaqi in Shub Al-Iman.®

Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali said: Concerning the virtue of the night
of the fifteenth of Sha’ban there are numerous ahadith,
concerning which the scholars differed, but most of them classed
them as da’if, and Ibn Hibban classed some of them as
saheeh. Lata’if Al-Ma’azif, 261.10
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THE STATEMENT OF HANAFI SCHOLAR IMAM MULLA “ALI QARI
MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY UPON HIM, IN HIS BOOK: AL-MIRQAAT:
THIS IS QUOTED FROM THE BOOK: TUHFATUL AHWAZI WHICH IS
A& SHARH OF SUNAN AT-TIRMIZI:

“Beware, the narration which is mentioned in the book
‘AL-LALI'E’ about 100 Rakat to be offered in the mid of
Sha’ban reading Surat ul Ikhlas 10 times in each rakat...
which is mentioned in full version in the book of
Deylami; is fabricated and false; in some of the articles by
‘Ali Ibn Ibrahim, he said: the innovations in the mid of Sha’ban,
the Salatul Alfiyatu of 100 rakat with Suratul Ikhlas 10 times in
each in congregation, its gathering is bigger than the gathering
of the Jumu’ah and ‘Eid prayers: does not come through any
hadith or any statement of the Companions except it is
weak or fabricated narrations. Also one must not get
confused with the narrations reported by the authors of the
books ‘Al-Qoot’ and ‘Al-lhya’ or others. The people who celebrate
in this have two disgracefull afflictions. Lots of kindle lights are
lit, followed by many indecent and unlawfull acts which cannot
be mentioned and the Awliya Allah get scared that Allah might
punish them by earthquake and prefer to run away to a safer
place. This prayer was first started in Baytul Maqdis in the year
448 hijri. Then the scholars of Truth stood up and fought against
this innovation and were able to stop it by the help of Allah in the
early years in 800 hijri”. This is the brief statement of the Hanafi
scholar Imam Mulla ‘Ali Qari (May Allah bestow His Mercy upon
him).1
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OTHER SCHOLARS’ OPINIONS:

A number of scholars ruled that the reports concerning that were
false, such as Ibn al-Jawzi in his book Al-Mawdu’at, 2/440-
445; Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah in Al-Manar_al-Munif, no.
174- 177; Abu Shamah al-Shafa’i in Al-Ba’ith ‘ala Inkar al-
Bida’ wa'l-Hawadith, 124-137; Al-‘lraaqi in Takhrij lhya’
‘Ulum_il-Din, no. 582. Shaykh al-Islam [lbn Taymiyah]
narrated that there was consensus on the fact that they are false,
in Majmu’ al-Fatawa, 28/138. *

IMAM IBN TAYMIYYAH (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY UPON HIM)
SAID:

222- 138: Question: About the prayer in the mid of Sha’ban?

He said: “If the person prays alone by himself or in a specific
congregational prayer as prayed by small group of people amongst
salaf, then it is fine. But gathering in the mosque to pray with
specific method like the 100-rakat-prayer in which the suratul
Ikhlas i.e. ‘qulhu wallahu ahad’ regularly, then it is an
innovation. It is never recommended by any Imam amongst
the scholars. Allah knows the best. "end of the quote from Imam
Ibn Taymiyyah (May Allah have mercy upon him.)3
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CAN A MUSLIM FOLLOW THE WEAK OR DAI'F HADITH?:

The scholars differed concerning acting upon weak ahaadeeth
which encourage righteous deeds. Some of them were of the view
that it is permissible to act upon them, subject to certain
conditions, and others were of the view that it is not permissible to
act upon them.

Al-Haafiz ibn Hajar (may Allaah have mercy on him) summed up
the conditions for it to be permissible to act upon a saheeh hadith,
which are as follows:

1 — It should not be very weak, and one should not act upon a
hadeeth which was narrated only by one of the liars or those who
are accused of lying, or whose mistakes are serious.

2 — It should mention a good deed for which there is a basis in
sharee’ah.

3 — When acting upon it one should not believe that the action is
well-founded, rather he should do it on the basis of erring on the
side of caution.

Acting upon a weak hadith does not mean that we believe it is
mustahabb to do an act of worship simply because a da’if hadith
has been narrated concerning it. None of the scholars has said
such a thing — as we shall see from the words of Shaykh al-Islam
Ibn Taymiyah, below — rather what it means is that if it is proven
that a certain act of worship is mustahabb because there is sound
(sahih) shar’i evidence — as in the case of qiyaam al-layl
(supererogatory prayers at night), for example — then we find a
da’if hadith which speaks of the virtue of giyaam al-layl, then
there is nothing wrong with acting upon this weak hadith in that
case. What is meant by acting upon it is narrating it in order to
encourage people to do this act of worship, in the hope that the
one who does it will earn the reward mentioned in the da’'eef
hadeeth, because acting on the weak hadeeth in this case will not
lead to doing something that is forbidden in sharee’ah, such as
saying that an act of worship is mustahabb that is not proven in
sharee’ah. Rather, if he earns this reward all well and good,
otherwise no harm is done.

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy
on him) said in Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 1/250:

It is not permissible in Islam to rely on weak ahadith that are
neither sahih nor hasan, but Ahmad ibn Hanbal and other
scholars regarded it is permissible to narrate reports concerning
righteous deeds which are not known to be proven, so long as
they are not known to be lies, on the basis that if an
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action is known to be prescribed in Islam from shar’i
evidence, and there is a hadith which is hot known to be
a lie, it is possible that the reward referred to in that
weak hadith may be true.

None of the Imams said that it is permissible to regard
something as obligatory or mustahabb on the basis of a
weak hadith; whoever says that is going against
scholarly consensus. It is permissible to narrate reports that
are not known to be lies in order to encourage and warn people,
but only with regard to matters where it is known that Allah has
encouraged or warned against them on the basis of other evidence
the status of whose narrators is not unknown. End quote.

Abu Bakr ibn Al-‘Arabi said that it is not permissible to act on the
basis of a weak hadeeth at all, whether with regard to virtuous
deeds or otherwise... See Tadrib al-Rawi, 1/252.

This is the view favoured by Al-Albani (may Allaah have mercy on
him). See the introduction to Sahih Al-Targhib wa’l-Tarhib, 1/47-
67. The sahih proven reports from the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) offer us sufficient evidence that
we have no need to act on the basis of weak hadiths.4
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The scholar Ahmad Shakir said: ‘There is no difference
between rulings or righteous deeds; we do not take any
of them from da’if reports, rather no one hast he right to
use any report as evidence unless it is proven to be
soundly narrated from the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in a sahih or hasan
hadith’. Al-Ba’ith al-Hathith, 1/278.15

My position with regards to WEAK HADITH is same as Imam Al-
Albani and Imam Ahmad Shakir. The Muslim must strive to find
out which ahadith are sound (sahih) and which are weak (da’if),
and be content to act on the basis of the sound reports.

NOTE:

Every weak these newsletters are emailed to 1000 people all over
the world. People forward it to other thousands of people all over
the world. We print more than 120 copies of these Newsletters
every week for free distribution in my Jumu’ah Prayer. Therefore,
If you want continues rewards and want to share with us in this
Da'wah work then please donate for these Newsletters.
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Please donate to:
ISLAMWOOD FOUNDATION.
BARCLAYS.

SC: 2053 30.

ACC: 13978370.

For Standing Order Forms:
Visit www.drabdulmajid.com




