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ISSUE: 1: REWARD OF PRAYING TARAWEEH
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(15). Verily, those who have Tagwa will be in the midst of
Gardens and Springs,) (16). Taking joy in the things which
their Lord has given them. Verily, they were before this, doers
of good.) (17). They used to sleep but little by night.) (18). And
in the hours before dawn, they were asking for forgiveness.)!

Qualities of Those Who have Tagwa and Their Reward

Allah the Exalted informs about those who have Tagwa, that on the Day of
Judgement they will be in gardens and springs of Paradise. They will
receive from Allah fruits, food and drinks of the Paradise because they were
pious people in this life. Allah the Exalted described their piety by their two
good acts; namely; praying at night prayers, and asking Allah for
forgiveness till dawn. It is also mentioned in the following hadith;

Narrated Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him): Allah's Apostle &
(peace and blessing be upon him) said, "Whoever prayed at Night the
whole month of Ramadan out of sincere Faith and hoping for a
reward from Allah, then all his previous sins will be forgiven." 2

ISSUE: 2 TARAWEEH PRAYER IS VOLUNTORY AND CAN BE
PRAYED IN CONGREGATION

Narrated 'Urwa (may Allah have mercy upon him): That he was informed
by 'Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her), "Allah's Apostle % (peace and
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blessing be upon him) went out in the middle of the Night and prayed in
the mosque and some men prayed behind him. In the morning, the people
spoke about it and then a large number of them gathered and prayed
behind him (on the second Night). In the next morning the people again
talked about it and on the third Night the mosque was full with a large
number of people. Allah's Apostle (peace and blessing be upon him) came
out and the people prayed behind him. On the fourth Night the Mosque
was overwhelmed with people and could not accommodate them, but the
Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) came out (only) for the Morning
Prayer. When the Morning Prayer was finished he recited Tashahhud and
(addressing the people) said, "Amma ba'du, your presence was not
hidden from me but | was afraid lest the Night prayer (Qiyam)
should be enjoined on you and you might not be able to carry it
on." So, Allah's Apostle (peace and blessing be upon him) died
and the situation remained like that (i.e. people prayed
individually).'s

Ibn Shihab* (a sub-narrator) said, "Allah’'s Apostle # (peace and blessing
be upon him) died and the people continued observing that (i.e. Nawafil
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SAHIH MUSLIM:Book 4, Number 1666-7:
Sunan An-Nasa’e:Kitabu Qiyamil Layl wa Tatawaen Nahar: 1586.
Sunan Abu Dawud: As-Salah: 1166.
Musnad ahmad: Bage Musnadil Ansar: 24194.

4 About Ibn Shihab: His name was Muhammad Ibn Muslim Ibn Ubaidillah 1bn
‘Abdillah Ibn Shihab. He was a Taba’ee (i.e.) follower of the Sahaba. His tribe is
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offered individually, not in congregation), and it remained as it was during
the Caliphate of Abu Bakr and in the early days of ‘Umar’s Caliphate (may
Allah be pleased with them all)."[Sahih Al-Bukhari: Salatut Night: 2008.]5

ISSUE: 3: THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH (PEACE AND
BLESSINGS BE UPON HIM) NEVER PRAYED MORE THAN 8
RAKA'TS OF TARAWEEH.

Narrated Abu Salma bin 'Abdur Rahman (may Allah have mercy upon
him): | asked 'Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her), "How is the
prayer of Allah's Apostle # (peace and blessing be upon him) during
the month of Ramadan.” She said, "Allah's Apostle never
exceeded eleven Rak’at in Ramadan or in other months; he used
to offer four Rak’ats-- do not ask me about their beauty and length, then
four Rak’ats, do not ask me about their beauty and length, and then three
Rak’ats.” Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) further said, "I said, 'O
Allah's Apostle! Do you sleep before offering the Witr prayer?' He replied,
'O 'Aisha! My eyes sleep but my heart remains awake'!"6

called Al-Qurashi Az-Zuhari. His nick Name was: Abu Bakr. He lived in Al-
Madinah. He died in the year 124 Hijriyah.
5
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Sahih Al-Bukhari: Volume 2, Book 21, Number 248: SAHIH MUSLIM: Book 4,
Number 1607:
1: Sahih Al-Bukhari in At-Tahajjud: baab: Qiyaamin Nabee # Bil Layl Fi Ramadaan
wa ghayrih: (1147), in Salatut Taraaweeh: baab: Fadli Qiyami Ramdaan: (2017), Fil
Managib: baab: Kanan Nabee % tanamu ‘aynaahu wa laa yanaamu galbuhu: (3569),
2: Sahih Muslim: [(738) (125) ] fee salaatil musaafireen: baab: salatul layli wa ‘adudu
raka'atin Nabee # fil layl,
3: Abu Dawud: Fis salaati: baab fi salatil layl: (1341),
4: At-Tirmizee: Fis salaati: baab: Maa jaa fee wasfi salaatin Nabee & bil layl: (439),
5: An-Nisaai: (3/234): Fee Qiyaamil layl: baab: Kayfal witr bi thalath,
6: Ibn Hibban: (2420),
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[Note: Hafiz Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy upon him) said in Fathul
Bari under the explanation of the hadith of Sahih Al-Bukhari: Book of
Jumu’ah: hadith: (1129): “l did not find in any of the narrations
mentioning the number of rak’at offered in these Nights but
Imam Ibn Khuzaimah and Imam Ibn Hibban reported the
hadith narrated by Jabir Ibn ‘Abdullah: The Messenger of Allah
prayed 8 Rakat and Witr in Ramadan.” (Sahih Ibn Khuzaimah:
2/138/1070).]7

Abu Salama asked 'A'isha about the prayer of the Messenger of Allah (may
peace be upon him) She said: He observed thirteen rak'ahs (in the
Night prayer). He observed eight rak'ahs and would then observe
Witr and then observe two rak'ahs sitting, and when he wanted to bow
he stood up and then bowed down, and then observed two rak'ahs in
between the Azan and lgamah of the dawn prayer.8

7: Ibn Khuzaymah: (1166),
8: Ahmed: (6/36,73, 104),
9: Al-Baghawi: (899),

10: Al-Muwatta: (1/120).
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ISSUE: 4 ‘UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB STARTED TARAWEEH
PRAYER IN CONGREGATION DURING HIS REIGN OF
CALIPHATE.

'‘Abdur Rahman bin 'Abdul Qari (may Allah mercy upon him) said, "l went
out in the company of 'Umar bin Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with
him) one Night in Ramadan to the mosque and found the people praying in
different groups. A man praying alone or a man praying with a little group
behind him. So, ‘Umar said, 'In my opinion | would better collect
these (people) under the leadership of one Qari (Reciter) (i.e. let
them pray in congregation!)'. So, he made up his mind to
congregate them behind Ubai bin Ka'b. Then on another Night I
went again in his company and the people were praying behind their
reciter. On that, 'Umar remarked, 'What an excellent Bid'a (i.e. innovation
in religion) this is; but the prayer which they do not perform, but sleep at
its time is better than the one they are offering.' He meant the prayer in the
last part of the Night. (In those days) people used to pray in the early part
of the Night."?

ISSUE: 5 ‘UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB (may Allah be pleased with
him) STARTED 11 RAK'ATS TARAWEEH PRAYERS IN
CONGREGATION DURING HIS REIGN OF CALIPHATE.
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Yahya narrated from Malik, on the authority of Muhammad Ibn Yousuf
from As-Sa’eb Ibn Yazid (may Allah be pleased with them) that he said:
‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab had ordered Ubai Ibn Ka’b and Tamim
Ad-Dari (may Allah be pleased with them) to lead the people
with eleven rak’ats. He said: The recite used to recite one
hundred verses that we used to recline on the timber after the
long standing. We did not go until it was the early morning.1°

ISSUE: 6 ‘UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB (may Allah be pleased with
him) STARTED 11 RAK'ATS TARAWEEH PRAYERS IN
CONGREGATION WITH TWO IMAMS; ONE FOR MEN AND
OTHER FOR WOMEN.

It is reported by Sa’eed Ibn Mansoor through the chain of ‘Urwah: Verily,
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) appointed Ubai Ibn
Ka’b (may Allah be pleased be with him) as an Imam to lead the
Taraweeh for men and Imam Tamim Ad-Dari (may Allah be
pleased with him) as an Imam to lead the Taraweeh for
women.!

Commentary of the above hadiths:

1. Qiyamul Layl i.e. Night Prayer or Taraweeh Prayers is a voluntary
prayer and not an obligatory prayer like 5 daily prayers. It is very clear
from the above hadith: | was afraid lest the Night prayer (Qiyam)
should be enjoined on you...

10

/é ﬁ/o ° e /E/:,:‘E’/ ° i o~ . ° [ R ia//
ZS’\“,"UQ"LS‘:J"J}A&}A‘JUL‘J&#J%w‘upwﬁdg‘wu‘cdéud‘;wbj

° P 2 20 2 o7 N wZ.8 o0 “ o & - ../c.é/ & 2 o .o
Sl 153 e G O 355 U6 385 5558 ail LU Uy OF G\ el oa8 )

.{;m@;;gy;:}f;ﬁ@fu;(:@\ Jsb 3 ;@\6&,\“‘/1;2 Egre
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2. The voluntary prayers can also be offered in congregation as the 5
daily prayers. This is also very clear from the above hadith, as the Prophet
prayed in congregation for three Nights.

3. Even the Prophet # (peace and blessing be upon him) established 8
raka'ts taraweeh and 3 rak’ats witr. This is clear from the narrations
reported by Imam Ibn Khuzaimah and Imam Ibn Hibban (may Allah have
mercy upon them) by Jabir Ibn ‘Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him).

4, The Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) did not pray
Night Prayer in congregation after that incident. This is also very clear
from the hadith: So, Allah's Apostle died and the situation
remained like that (i.e. people prayed individually)."

5. Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) did not pray The Night
prayers in congregation throughout his period of caliphate.

6. ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) did not pray Night prayers in
congregation during his early period of caliphate and then later on he
started it under two Imams; namely Ubai Ibn K’ab and Tamim Ad-Dari
(may Allah be pleased with them) for men and women. This is clear from
the narration in Muwatta Imam Malik, Sunan of Sa’eed Ibn Mansoor and
Fathul Bari (may Allah have mercy upon them all.)

ISSUE: 7: DESCRIPTION OF THIRTEEN RAKA'TS

Narrated Masrug: | asked Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) about the
Night prayer of Allah's Apostle (peace, blessings be upon him) and she
said, "It was seven, nine or eleven Rak’ats besides the two Rak’ats of
the Fajr prayer (i.e. Sunna)." 12

Narrated 'Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her), The Prophet (peace,
blessings be upon him) used to offer thirteen Rakats of the Night
prayer and that included the Witr and two Rakat (Sunna) of the Fajr
prayer.13

12
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Zaid b Khalid al-Juhani said: I would definitely watch at Night the prayer
observed by the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). He prayed
two short rak'ahs, then two long, long, long rak'ahs, then he
prayed two rak'ahs which were shorter than the two preceding rak'ahs,
then he prayed two rak'ahs which were shorter than the two preceding,
then he prayed two rak'ahs which were shorter than the two preceding,
then observed a single one (Witr), making a total of thirteen rak'ahs.4

ISSUE: 8: DISCRIPTION OF ELEVEN RAKA'TS

'A'isha, the wife of the Apostle of Allah (may peace be upon him), said that
between the time when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him)
finished the 'Isha’ prayer which is called 'Atama by the people, he used to
pray eleven rak'ahs, uttering the salutation at the end of every
two rak'ahs, and observing the Witr with a single one. And when
the Mu’azzin had finished the call (for the) dawn prayer and he saw the
dawn clearly and the Mu’azzin had come to him, he stood up and prayed
two short rak'ahs. Then he lay down on his right side till the Mu’azzin
came to him for lgama. (This hadith has been narrated with the same chain
of transmitters by Ibn Shihab, but in it no mention has been made of
Igama)®®
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ELEVEN RAKA'TS WITH LONG PROSTRATION:

Narrated 'Aisha: Allah's Apostle used to offer eleven Raka’ts and that
was his prayer. He used to prolong the prostration to such an extent that
one could recite fifty verses (of the Quran) before he would lift his head. He
used to pray two Raka’'ts (Sunnah) before the Fajr prayer and then
used to lie down on his right side till the call-maker came and informed
him about the prayer.16

ISSUE: 9: DESCRIPTION OF THE EIGHT RAKA'TS

Narrated 'Aisha; Allah's Apostle offered the 'Isha’ prayer (and then got up
at the Tahajjud time) and offered eight Raka'’ts and then offered two
Raka’ts while sitting. He then offered two Raka’ts in between the
Azan and Igamah (of the Fajr prayer) and he never missed them.’
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ISSUE: 10: DESCRIPTION OF THE TWENTY RAKA'TS

1 — It was narrated that Yazeed ibn Rumaan said: At the time of ‘Umar ibn
al-Khattaab the people used to pray twenty-three rak’ahs of giyaam in
Ramadan.!8

This was narrated from him by Malik in al-Muwatta’ (1/115). Al-
Nawawi said in al-Majmoo’ (4/33). It is mursal, because Yazeed ibn
Rumaan did not live at the same time as ‘Umar.

2 — It was narrated from Yahya ibn Sa’eed al-Qattaan that ‘Umar ibn al-
Khattaab (may Allaah be pleased with him) ordered a man to lead them in
twenty rak’ahs of prayer.1® This was narrated by lbn Abi Shaybah in al-
Musannaf (2/163) from Wakee’ from Maalik. But Yahya ibn Sa’eed did
not live at the same time as ‘Umar.

The report of Yazeed ibn Rumaan and Yahya al-Qattaan is not to be taken
into account because they did not live at the same time as ‘Umar. This is
something that with the broken sanad i.e. broken chain of narrators.
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NOTE:

Every weak these newsletters are emailed to 1000
people all over the world. People forward it to other
thousands of people all over the world. We print
more than 120 copies of these Newsletters every
week for free distribution in my Jumu’ah Prayer.
Therefore, if you want continuous rewards and
want to share with us in this Da’'wah work then

please donate for these Newsletters.

Please donate to:
ISLAMWOOD FOUNDATION.
BARCLAYS.

SC: 2053 30.

ACC: 13978370.

For Standing Order Forms:

Visit www.drabdulmayjid.com /

Email;: abdulmajid@drabdulmajid.com




